
PREVENTION SUBCOMMITTEE 

Substance Use Response Group (SURG)

May 15, 2023

10:30 am 



1. CALL TO ORDER AND 
ROLL CALL TO ESTABLISH 

QUORUM 
Chair Johnson 



1. Call to Order and Roll Call to 
Establish Quorum Cont.
Member SURG Role Committee Role
Jessica Johnson Urban Human Services (Clark County) Chair

Debi Nadler Advocate/Family Member Member

Angela Nickels Representative of a School District Member

Erik Schoen SUD Prevention Coalition Vice Chair



2. PUBLIC COMMENT 



Public Comment 
• Public comment will be received via Zoom by raising your hand or unmuting yourself when

asked for public comment. Public comment shall be limited to three (3) minutes per person
(this is a period devoted to comments by the general public, if any, and discussion of those
comments). No action may be taken upon a matter raised during a period devoted to
comments by the general public until the matter itself has been specifically included on an
agenda as an item upon which action may be taken pursuant to NRS 241.020.



3. REVIEW AND APPROVE 
APRIL 6, 2023 PREVENTION 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES
Chair Johnson 



4. PRESENTATION ON BARRIERS AND 
FACILITATORS OF IMPLEMENTING DRUG 

CHECKING SERVICES WITH 
SPECTROMETRY DEVICES

Dr. Traci Green
Professor and Director of the Opioid Policy Research Collaborative

Heller School for Social Policy and Management
Brandeis University



Disclosures
• I have no conflicts of interest to disclose.

• Our work on drug checking is funded by grants from the CDC, SAMHSA and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts



Introduction 
The drug supply is toxic.  Drug supply is a major determinant of drug related death

Knowing a drug’s content informs our responses and helps people make safer decisions 
about where, how, and when they use a substance

Contents of a drug are only known after a death, hospitalization, arrest, and often way too 
late to be informative, rarely shared publicly

A strategy that boosts samples to toxicology and forensic labs risks overwhelming and 
delaying an already taxed and critical structural lab system

Field-based tools exist and people can be trained to use them.  Ex. Fentanyl test strips 

Protecting consumer safety is a proven prevention approach

This approach is called community drug checking.  



Issues
• Technology exists for people to learn about the contents of drugs and these data can 

help people to stay safe. The same information, in aggregate, is helpful to public 
health to better respond to trends in the drug supply. Improved access to the  
technology of drug checking in the community is needed.



Special Populations   
All people who use drugs (PWUD) may benefit from community drug checking:

• a. Veterans, elderly persons and youth;
b. Persons who are (recently) incarcerated, persons who have committed 
nonviolent crimes primarily driven by a substance use disorder and other persons 
involved in the criminal justice or juvenile systems;
c. Pregnant women and the parents of dependent children;
d. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning persons;
e. People who inject drugs; 
f. Children who are involved with the child welfare system, and
g. Other populations disproportionately impacted by substance use disorders.

A strategy that liberalizes access to drug checking allows for the most helpful information.



How people 
use the data

“We use our results to inform 
participants of trends, monitor above 
average fentanyl surges, and tailor or 
pivot our outreach (ex. adding more 
wound care or focusing on an area with 
high overdose rates).”

Developing new partnerships, reaching new 
demographics of PWUD to share 
information, drug checking services, and 
connecting to other harm reduction services 
and materials
• More racially and geographically diverse 

groups of PWUD
• PWUD by different routes of administration 

(oral, insufflation) who may not otherwise 
attend SSPs



Interact with 
data (part 1)

Figures publicly accessible on Streetcheck.org
Downloadable data (aggregate)
Harm reduction programs separate sign-in for more data
Can choose what is seen/shared
Data useful in taskforce meetings, metric tracking, 
evaluations, needs assessments, policy making, real-time data 
source



Interact with 
data (part 2)



Massachusetts Drug Supply Data Stream (MADDS), source: streetcheck.org



Gaps 
• Geography: rural areas need access to drug checking

• Training needs to be remote AND on-site

• Harm reduction/behavioral workforce staffing availability concerns

• State laws should be reviewed to identify gaps in protections and permissions 
• Memorandum of Understanding with local police depts, District Attorneys, and/or clarity from 

Attorney General conveying awareness and support of these programs can assist in implementation

• Cost of instruments (~$50,000), off-site laboratory testing (range $100-175 per sample)



Recommendation(s)
Expand access to community drug checking in your state

• Plan for a statewide initiative.  Work with harm reduction community to identify 
partners and locations.

• Start all sites with mail-based testing while piloting on-site drug checking in a subset of 
early adopters to refine implementation needs. 

• Standardize data collection, entry, testing, mailing, analysis, reporting as a best 
practice. Make this as transparent of a process as possible.

• Articulate principles and plans for what will happen to the data.



References 
• www.streetcheck.org

• Massachusetts program implementation

https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/Fulltext/2022/11001/Implementation_and_Upt
ake_of_the_Massachusetts.15.aspx

http://www.streetcheck.org/
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/Fulltext/2022/11001/Implementation_and_Uptake_of_the_Massachusetts.15.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/Fulltext/2022/11001/Implementation_and_Uptake_of_the_Massachusetts.15.aspx


Contact Information  

Name Traci Green
Title Professor
Phone 617-909-9919
Email tracigreen@brandeis.edu

mailto:tracigreen@brandeis.edu


5. PRESENTATION ON DEA 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Ruth Morales, Community Outreach 
Specialist, Drug Enforcement Administration



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Update Date

DEA Prevention 
Initiatives and 

Resources 

Ruth Morales, Community Outreach Specialist



Drug Enforcement Administration | Los Angeles Field Division



Los Angeles County
Orange County

Riverside County
San Bernardino County

Ventura County
Santa Barbara County

San Luis Obispo County
Nevada
Hawaii
Guam
Saipan 





www.DEA.gov/onepill





Family Summit Goals
•Discuss the scope of current drug threats 
•Learn how DEA can support family groups in 
their prevention work
•Provide opportunities for family groups to 
network with each other and create 
relationships
•Give family groups opportunities to share their 
stories through video testimonials that will be 
shared publicly
•Identify and foster areas of potential 
collaboration between family groups, DEA, and 
other sectors of their local community











6. PRESENTATION ON THE 
ALCOHOL OUTLET DENSITY 

REPORT
Jamie Ross, Executive Director, PACT Coalition



Alcohol Density  
• Alcohol outlet density is the number and location of places that sell alcohol in a 

community
• On Premise 
• Off Premise 
• Alcohol Delivery

• Alcohol outlet density is correlated to:
• Increase alcohol use
• Increase Violence 
• Lower socioeconomic areas
• Social determinants of health
• Underage Use 
• Increased Overdose Rates
• Increased Child Abuse and Neglect



Alcohol Density Cont. 
• 16% increase in neighborhood overdose rates for each additional alcohol outlet. 

• Reduction in Nevada density over the last 3 Years (Last Measured 2020)- Impacted 
by Covid-19

• Policy 



Alcohol Density: Resources
• Clark County map of alcohol outlet density as of 2020 can be found at: QGIS Cloud 

- Clark_County_--_Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Outlet_Density_Map
• SAMHSA state comparison of alcohol policies can be found at: NV State Reports 

Underage Drinking Prevention and Enforcement 2021 (stopalcoholabuse.gov)
• Tomorrow, N. (n.d.). Nevada Tomorrow :: Indicators :: Liquor Store Density :: County 

: Washoe. Www.nevadatomorrow.org. Retrieved May 14, 2023, from 
https://www.nevadatomorrow.org/indicators/index/view?indicatorId=298&localeI
d=1813

• Nesoff, E. D., Milam, A. J., Morrison, C., Weir, B. W., Branas, C. C., Furr-Holden, D. 
M., Knowlton, A. R., & Martins, S. S. (2021). Alcohol outlets, drug paraphernalia 
sales, and neighborhood drug overdose. International Journal of Drug Policy, 95, 
103289. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2021.103289

https://qgiscloud.com/LaurenLLee/Clark_County_--_Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Outlet_Density_Map/?l=All%20Marijuana%20Outlets!%2CMarijuana%20Outlet%20Heatmap%5B60%5D!%2CAll%20Alcohol%20Outlets!%2CAlcohol%20Outlet%20Heatmap%5B60%5D!%2CZip%20Codes%20(ZCTAs)!%2CUnemployment%20Rates%20(Jan%202020)%20.%5B60%5D!%2CCensus%20Tracts%5B50%5D!%2CChildren%20(0-17)%20.!%2CSeniors%20(65%2B)%20.!%2CWhite%20Population%20.!%2CBlack%20or%20African%20American%20Population%20.!%2CAsian%20Population%20.!%2CNative%20Hawaiian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Population%20.!%2CAmerican%20Indian%20and%20Alaskan%20Native%20Population%20.!%2COther%20and%20Multiple%20Race%20Population%20.!%2CHispanic%20and%20Latino%20Population%20.!%2CLow%20Income%20Tracts%20(2015)!%2CFood%20Desert%20(1%2F2%20mile%20urban%20and%2010%20miles%20rural)!%2CFood%20Desert%20(1%20mile%20urban%20and%2020%20miles%20rural)!&bl=mapnik&t=Clark_County_--_Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Outlet_Density_Map&e=-12865332%2C4288687%2C-12796139%2C4330899
https://qgiscloud.com/LaurenLLee/Clark_County_--_Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Outlet_Density_Map/?l=All%20Marijuana%20Outlets!%2CMarijuana%20Outlet%20Heatmap%5B60%5D!%2CAll%20Alcohol%20Outlets!%2CAlcohol%20Outlet%20Heatmap%5B60%5D!%2CZip%20Codes%20(ZCTAs)!%2CUnemployment%20Rates%20(Jan%202020)%20.%5B60%5D!%2CCensus%20Tracts%5B50%5D!%2CChildren%20(0-17)%20.!%2CSeniors%20(65%2B)%20.!%2CWhite%20Population%20.!%2CBlack%20or%20African%20American%20Population%20.!%2CAsian%20Population%20.!%2CNative%20Hawaiian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Population%20.!%2CAmerican%20Indian%20and%20Alaskan%20Native%20Population%20.!%2COther%20and%20Multiple%20Race%20Population%20.!%2CHispanic%20and%20Latino%20Population%20.!%2CLow%20Income%20Tracts%20(2015)!%2CFood%20Desert%20(1%2F2%20mile%20urban%20and%2010%20miles%20rural)!%2CFood%20Desert%20(1%20mile%20urban%20and%2020%20miles%20rural)!&bl=mapnik&t=Clark_County_--_Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Outlet_Density_Map&e=-12865332%2C4288687%2C-12796139%2C4330899
https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/media/ReportToCongress/2021/state_reports/nevada_profile.pdf
https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/media/ReportToCongress/2021/state_reports/nevada_profile.pdf
https://www.nevadatomorrow.org/indicators/index/view?indicatorId=298&localeId=1813
https://www.nevadatomorrow.org/indicators/index/view?indicatorId=298&localeId=1813
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2021.103289


7. PRESENTATION ON 
PREVENTION PROGRAMMING IN 

SCHOOLS
Jamie Ross, Executive Director, PACT 

Coalition/Nevada Statewide Coalition Partnership 
& Anne-Elizabeth Northan, Executive Director of 

Join Together Northern Nevada



Presentation on prevention 
programming in schools: Disclosures
• None



Prevention Programming in Schools
• Prevention coalitions provide evidence-based prevention programs for students in 

two ways

• Coalition staff collaborating with schools and after school programs to provide programs 
directly

• Coalitions funding school-teachers or after school programs to provide evidence-based 
programs themselves

• Prevention knowledge within schools
• Required curriculum in schools in all health classes 5 lessons



Prevention Programs Statewide
• Too Good For Drugs

• Mindfulness 

• Positive Action

• LifeSkills

• Positive Alternative Activities

• This is Not About Drugs

• Catch My Breath

• Youth Teams

• Multi Tiered Systems of Support

• School wide screening tools, suicide, 
mental health, etc. 

• Youth Mentoring Programs 

• Peer to Peer Mentoring

• Statewide Prevention Summer Camp



Programs in Clark County
• All  Stars – in 26 middle schools, after school, or during school time, rural and urban schools 

– next year – 1 school
• Positive Action – in 5 City of Las Vegas Safekey sites
• Too Good for Drugs – CCSD Police trained and working toward 20 schools
• This is Not about Drugs – Coalition staff trained to utilize if single presentations are 

requested
• Positive Action – in most Boys and Girls Clubs in Southern Nevada
• Substance Abuse Awareness Program  - CCSD run (All CCDS Schools)
• Red Ribbon Week Activities (20 schools)
• Leader in Me – CCSD Elementary Schools (4)
• Catch My Breath – American Lung Association with CCSD Health Teachers (300 students)



Programs in Washoe County
• Substance Abuse Prevention Programs- WCSD ALL Schools w/in person and JTNN videos
• Too Good for Drugs- WCSD 6 Schools 2022-2023 School year
• Catch My Breath- WCSD 9 Schools 2022-2023 School Year
• Project Alert- WCSD  1 School 2022-2023 School Year
• Peer-to-Peer Mentoring- Catch My Breath and/or Too Good for Drugs After School Curiculum
• Positive Action- JTNN Subgrantees- ACCEPT and Boys and Girls Club of the Truckee Meadows
• Mentoring- JTNN Subgrantee Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northern Nevada
• Prevention Week and Red Ribbon Week Activities
• School Mental Health Professional PD Day – Appx 250 Professionals Trained
• Train-the-Trainer of all programs available in all schools
• Parent Project
• School Based Town Hall Meetings for Parents and Students
• Handle with Care



Strengths and Challenges
• Smaller communities easier implementation

• Pilot projects work well.  Additional funding could scale programs

• Coalitions incubate programs

• Collaboration with MTSS and coalitions to improve collaboration

• Larger areas need more funding

• Relationships 

• Education on Evidence Based Programs and Practices to community



Contact Information  
Anne Elizabeth Northan
Director@jtnn.org
775-324-7557

Jamie Ross
Jross@drugfreelasvegas.org
702.582.7228, ext. 101

mailto:Director@jtnn.org
mailto:jamie@drugfreelasvegas.org


8. 2023 LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION UPDATE

Chair Johnson 



Legislative Update (part one)
Senate Bills that overlap with 2022 SURG Annual Report recommendations from Prevention 
subcommittee:

• SB117 – Expands Medicaid coverage to community health workers 
• SURG Recommendation #6 to Expand Medicaid for preventive services and access to care
• SURG Recommendation #15 to enhance compensation of health and behavioral health care workers; 

sustain/expand investment in Community Health Workers, Peer Recovery Specialists, and Certified 
Prevention Specialists.

• Status: 4/18/23 – Passed Senate as amended; 4/19/23 – Read in Assembly

• SB119 – Extends coverage for telehealth services 
• SURG Recommendation #11 to expand access to MAT, and SUD recovery support including telehealth.
• Status: 4/25/23 – Passed Senate as amended; 4/26/23 – Read in Assembly

• SB191 – Expands Medicaid coverage to behavior analysts, assistant behavior analysts and 
registered behavior technicians for recipients under 27 years of age. 
• SURG Recommendation #6 to Expand Medicaid for preventive services and access to care.
• Status: 4/18/23 – Rereferred to Committee on Finance (Exempt)



Legislative Update (part two)
Assembly Bills that overlap with 2022 SURG Annual Report recommendations from Prevention 
subcommittee:

• AB138 – Expand State Plan for Medicaid to cover evidence-based behavioral health services.
• SURG Recommendation #6 to Expand Medicaid for preventive services and access to care.
• Status: 3/21/23 – Rereferred to Committee on Ways and Means (Exempt)

• AB156 - Ensure availability of medication-assisted Treatment in jails, detention centers, and 
correctional facilities, for people diagnosed with opioid use disorder, and continuation of 
treatment on release or transfer.
• SURG Recommendation #11 to expand access to MAT and recovery support for SUD, including bridge 

MAT programs.
• Status: 4/21/23 – Rereferred to Committee on Ways and Means (Exempt)



Legislative Update (part three)

• Please see “SURG Substance Use Bills Tracker May 2023” spreadsheet for 
full list of bills that have been identified that overlap with 2022 SURG 
recommendations and their status as of May 8, 2023

• Are there any other bills subcommittee members are tracking that should be 
added to this list?



9. OVERVIEW OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

RECEIVED AND NEXT STEPS
Chair Johnson 



Recommendations Received and Next Steps
• One new recommendation received since last subcommittee meeting on increasing 

support for youth vaping prevention (Jessica Johnson recommendation)
• Presentation scheduled for July 17 meeting from Malcolm Ahlo, Tobacco Control Program 

Coordinator, Southern Nevada Health District

• Other Ideas to Discuss/Workshop?

• Presenter Suggestions?
• July 17 meeting will also include a presentation from Joseph Engle and Ari Chelli from 

TINHIH on adolescent peer support/prevention recommendations (Debi Nadler request)



Recommendations Received and Next Steps 
Cont.

• Prevention subcommittee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 20th at 2:00pm to further 
develop Harm Reduction recommendations from April meeting.

• Prevention subcommittee members will review and incorporate feedback from Harm 
Reduction survey that was distributed to all SURG members to further develop Harm 
Reduction recommendations.



10. DISCUSSION OF REPORT 
OUT FOR JULY SURG MEETING

Chair Johnson 



11. PUBLIC COMMENT 



Public Comment 
• Public comment will be received via Zoom by raising your hand or unmuting 

yourself when asked for public comment. Public comment shall be limited to 
three (3) minutes per person (this is a period devoted to comments by the 
general public, if any, and discussion of those comments). No action may be 
taken upon a matter raised during a period devoted to comments by the 
general public until the matter itself has been specifically included on an 
agenda as an item upon which action may be taken pursuant to NRS 241.020.



12. ADJOURNMENT



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, RESOURCES & 
UPDATES AVAILABLE AT: 

https://ag.nv.gov/About/Administration/Substance
_Use_Response_Working_Group_(SURG)/ 

https://ag.nv.gov/About/Administration/Substance_Use_Response_Working_Group_(SURG)/
https://ag.nv.gov/About/Administration/Substance_Use_Response_Working_Group_(SURG)/
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